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2016 NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM — LITERACY AND NUMERACY RESULTS — 
SUMMARY INFORMATION 

Statement by Minister for Education 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [10.06 am]: I rise today to make 
a brief statement to update members on the 2016 National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy 
summary information and the high performance of students in Western Australia. The National Assessment 
Program — Literacy and Numeracy was held in May 2016 for all students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9. On Wednesday, 
3 August 2016, the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority released summary information 
for this year’s results. 

I am very pleased to inform the house that Western Australia’s results have been reported as among the best in 
the nation. When comparing the NAPLAN means of 2016 with those of 2008 when NAPLAN began, 
Western Australian students have shown significant increases in 12 of the 20 NAPLAN assessments, with the 
largest number of improved mean scores of any state. Areas of improvement in 2016 are year 3 reading, spelling, 
grammar and punctuation; year 5 reading, spelling and numeracy; year 7 grammar and punctuation and 
numeracy; and year 9 reading, spelling, grammar and punctuation and numeracy. 

It is pleasing to see that year 9 results have improved significantly in all tests since 2008, with the exception of 
writing. Once again the year 9 means in all tests were above the Australian means. As in 2015, the percentages 
of year 9 students at or above the minimum standard exceeded the Australian percentages in every assessment. 
Western Australia now has the highest percentage of year 9 students in the top two achievement bands—
bands 9 and 10—for numeracy, second highest for reading, writing and grammar and punctuation, and third 
highest for spelling. 

Western Australia is leading the nation with reforms to our education system, which include the introduction of 
a minimum standard of literacy and numeracy required to achieve the Western Australian Certificate of 
Education. The online literacy and numeracy assessment is contributing to the gains we are seeing in 
year 9 NAPLAN results. It is also pleasing to see that positive gains have been made by year 3 students across 
all tests. As is usual, Western Australia had one of the highest participation rates. For all 20 tests, the 
Western Australian participation rate is higher than the Australian average. In 2016, Western Australia had the 
highest participation rate across all tests in year 9 and the second highest in years 3, 5 and 7. I am delighted to 
inform the house of these outstanding results for Western Australia. 

Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 
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